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Emma and Martin did what
any pavent would do when they
found a lump on their baby’s
head: they took him to their
GP, who sent them to the
hospital. There, doctors
called social sevvices, who took
boy mto care and bave
ged his adoption.
Cassandra Jardine speaks to
the parents about their
nightmare — and bears bow a
closed and seemingly inflexible
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mma and Martin's home
in Essex is filled with
hotographs of a round-
?ﬂced, smiling baby bay
whose whereabouts they
ne longer know. In the
bathreom, a box of
rubber loys awaits his
return; on the stairs there are gates to
prevent him falling - but his parents’
chances of ever seeing him again are
looking increasingly slim.

They dread the post. Any day now, it
will bring a letter informing them that
their son has been adopted against
their wishes. It will set the seal on a
process that began just over a year ago
when Emma took Peter to their GP
because she had noticed a lump on the
wiiide of his head. Although it didn’t seem
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permanently, of their children in civil
proceedings. They point to problems
more deep-rooted and widespread than
the questionable theories of individual
medical experts — problems that many
believe pervade the culture in which
social services and the family courts
operate,

“You are guilty until proved innocent,”
says Emma of her family'’s experiences.
She has written a long, detailed and
harrowing account of their past year
which she has placed on the wehsite of a
support group, Pain {Parents Against
Injustice). It describes the events leading
up to what she calls “the longest walk of
my life” - the steps she had to take away
from her son after their final “contact”
meeting in January. Despite the
allegations of abuse, Martin’s son from
his Emt marriage can still stay with
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nceded no treatment but when, after
several days, Emma asked whether it

. was necessary to stay in hospital, social
; services applied for an emergency

protection order, citing a fear that she
might abscond if the child was not taken
into care. On that same application,
Martin was also described as arguing

‘with a doctor. In fact, the couple say, it

was the paediatric radiologist who was
aggressive to him, on the day they left
hospital, when they asked questions
about the X-rays of their son’s injuries.”

He refused to shake their hands, leaving -
them in stunned silence. It was their first :

taste of what Emma calls the
“embellishments” with which social
services established their control and
cast the parents in the role of abusers.
No attempt was made, they felt, to
investigate ways in witich Peter might
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