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Mother-to-be flees as social workers warn
her they will take her baby away at birth

By PAUL SIMS- More by this author bast updated at 08:47am on 21st November 2007
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A motherto-be has fled her home after social workers threatened to take lyewibiin
minutes of the birth.

Fran Lyon, 22, hopes a new local authority will take a different approach.
She insists that the mental health problems she had as a teestagstarted seliarming at
15 and has been treated at psychiatric hospitalsoiaterline personality disordeare now

behind her and there is no evidence she will harm her child.
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Waiting: Fran Lyon has named her baby Molly

Miss Lyon moved out of Hexham after receiving a copy of her "birth plan” framalso
services at Northumberland County Council.

It says she will be given a maximum of 15 minutes with her balhyo she has already
named Molly- before she is taken into care.



She is now in the Birmingham Yardley constituency of Liberal Democrat MR Jo
Hemming, who has taken up her case and is campaigning to overturn the decision.

Miss Lyon said she had been hounded out of her home by a "barbaric" decision and felt she
had no choice but to move if she is to have any chance of keeping her baby.




Waiting: Fran Lyon has named her baby Molly

She added: "It is a sad indictment of a local authority in the way they have dealt with an
expectant mother who has tried tea@uerate with some of the most extreme measures
imaginable."

Miss Lyon said social woses fear she is likely to develop Munchausen's syndrome by
proxy. The controversial condition is said to lead mothers to seek attention by harming their
child or claiming it isill.

"l have been told that | am not even to breastfeed my child in castlgoyson her," she
said.

"As far as | am concerned, the birth plan is abusive and | will just not stand for it. It would
leave Molly isolated from anybody who loves her from the first few minutes of her life. It is
barbaric and it deprives her of a lzasght."

She hopes Birmingham City Council will review the case, but admitted: "I don't know what's
going to happen. It's a waiting game at the moment."”

Miss Lyon became involved with social services in July after a domestic incident involving
her forme partner.

At a subsequent meeting, she revealed her history of mental health problems and was told
they would be taking action to remove her child once she is born in January.

Munchausen'sfirst identified by Sir Roy Meadow during the 1970sas beemt the heart of
a series of miscarriages of justice.

Sir Roy was responsible for evidence that led to the wrongful convictions of Angela
Cannings and Sally Clark for murdering their children. Mrs Clark died earlier this year.

Miss Lyon has appealed farplace in a mother and baby unit so she can look after her child
under supervision.

Northumberland County Council said last night: "Where a child or unborn baby is subject to
a child protection plan and they move to another local authority area, rdsfignsould
normally pass to the new authority.

"A transfer conference is arranged as soon as possible and the family and their support are
usually invited to attend. The existing plan is discussed, but the new authority makes its own
decisions about hoto proceed.

"Northumberland County Council would make sure the new authority has all the relevant
information it needs to make informed decisions."
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John Hemming: Fight to overturn decision

Mr Hemming is chairman of the Justifa Families organisation and believes councils are
now taking more babies to meet Government adoption targets.

He said of Miss Lyon's case: "What could be more traumatic than for a mother to have her
baby taken away at birth? It's monstrous.



