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grandparents, the baby and the °
social worker.
The mother, who cannot be identifled, held 0 a ml w ose
her daughter for the allocated two hours,
laying and t. tgl‘.o her as the grandparents wept.

p.
. At the moment of parting, she kissed her and gave
her a smalil teddy bear and a St Christopher medal to

[ ]
protect her because she no longer could. o
‘The social worker had to be there throughout and
wouldn't even let me change my daughter’s nappy
without supervision. It was s0 sad,” the woman says

more than six months on from that awfut day. _

HERE were only five of them at the
farewell party. The mother, the

‘T just sat with my little girl on my lap and held her.

®
We didmr't have much time to start with, hut the social
worker took her away early because her new family,
who were adopting her, wanted to see her.
‘I was allowed to give her a present when she left.

She has got a picture of me and my mum and dad in
her Life Story book for when she is clder. It was awful

® &
for us all. It: was the first time I had seen my dad ery.”’
This appalling story told to the Mail this week should
give Beverley H es, the recently appointed Minister
of State for Children, Young People and Families,

much to think about. It flustrates in tragic detail the
growing scandal — exposed by the Mail over the (E?{!St

three months — of enforced adoptions of children ' ' '
whose parents are deemed intellectually “slow’.

Our investigations have revealed important °
research which shows the extent of the injustices

being done to people with a low TQ or learning dis-

ability, and which, until now, has been ignored by the

@ @
Government as It pursues new targets for the adop-
tion of children in order to reform the care system. )

Wwriting in this paper on Monday, Professor Tim :
Booth said that people with a learning difficulty are 50 -
times more likely to be Involved in care proceedings o
than those without, and run a significantiy higher risk ju | I I | Op f I I ® I .
L ]
s00® :
.
HE tells her story with eloguence and dignity, -
despite being labelled as someone with a low
I1Q who is unable to follow basic instructions

of losing their children permanently. Pressure groups
have told us that hundreds of families with learning
disabilities are in daily contact with them about their
fears of losing their children.
But if Ms Hughes is unmoved by the statistics,
rhaps she will listen to the catalogue of individual
ragedies, including this mother who was told to hoid
the farewell party for her only child.
or even cross the road by herself, It is evident
that she understands the issues involved in her ® ® e
case and the problems she faces.
Now 32, she lives in the West Country and gave birth = [
early in 2004 to a girl. .
‘1 was in a relationship but the father ran off,’ she
says. ‘Luckily, I had my parents to support me. When
my daughter was born everything was normal but ® ®
she didn’t put on weight propetrly. The health visitor
said she had to put on weight or she would have to
go to hospital.
*That’s when social services got involved. My little
girl had eczema and my mum thought she might be

allergle to cow’'s milk and suggested
putting her on goat’s milk but they would-
n't listen.

‘Her eczemna got infected and she was
taken into hospital where they did tests
and decided that she did have an
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en were forcibly
taken for adoption
because their loving
parents were "too slow.”
Today we reveal it is

just the tip of the iceberg
... a national scandal
of state-sponsored
child-snatching being
carried out in secret
SATURDAY DISPATCH.

HE tells her story with eloquence and dignity,

despite being labelled as someone with a low

1Q who is unable to follow basic instructions

or even ¢cross the road by herseif. It 1s evident

that she understands the issues involved inher
case and the problems she faces.

Now 32, she lives in the West Country and gave birth
early in 2004 to a gixl. .

‘I was in a relationship but the father ran off,” she
says. ‘Luckily, I had my parents to support me, When
my daughter was born everything was normal but
she didn’t put on weight properly. The health visitor
said she had to put on weight or she would have to
go to hospital.

‘That's when social services got involved. My little
girl had eczema and my mum thought she might be
allergic to cow’s milk and suggested
putting her on goat’s milk but they would-
nt listen.

‘Her ecgema got infected and she was
taken into hospital where they did tests
and decided that she did have an
intolerance to cow’s milk. Social services
always think they know better but my
mum was right.’

Urnfortunately, the hospital then reported

the woman to social services because, in
their view, she was asking {00 many ques-
tions about how to handle the baby.

‘Twasn’t used to anything and beinga new
mum, I asked for help with breast-feeding
and making up bottles. They decided 1
couldn’t cope and cailed in social services,

“They steamrollered in and got us on an
interim care order because I was too slow
and asking for help all the time, They were
going to separate me and the baby but I
got a solicitor and we ended up at a mother
and baby unit.*

Before that, the woman was uired to
be assessed and was subject to a bizarre IQ
test with a psychologist. ‘I was told that
because I couldn't match up some silly
blocks to a picture in a book, I couldn’t
follow instructions. But I was under so
much stress I couldrrt think straight.

“They said I had an IQ of 79, a borderline
learning disability, and couldn't follow

basic instructions or cross the road by
myself.

“The psychologist asked stupid questions
like "What is the speed of light?” It is
186,000 miles per second — I did’t know
and I looked it up afterwards. But what is
that to do with parenting?

‘At the time I lived In a flat ont my own and

I was totally independent and fine. I am.

taking a GCSE in English and have been
studying for a diploma in IT. I went on a
charity cycle ride recently from Salisbury
10 Swanage. Sixty miles on ngawn and I
had to read my own map to find my way.
And they said I couldn’t cross the road
alone. It 18 ridiculous.’

Having been diagnosed with alow IQ, she
and the child were sent to the mother and
baby unit in the West Midlands for six
months 50 she could train to be a better
parent. She is scathing about the exgeri-
ence. ‘T was told it was for six months but I

was kicked out after six weeks. It was
supposed to get you ready for the real world
hut what they do is knock your confidence.

You are watched all the time. It is like an
open prison and nothing I said was confl-
dential — even the counselling I had. After
six weeks they took my little girl away and
gave me two hours to get out.’

The local authority said she could not
copée as a mother and obtained a full care
order last year.

The mother says; ‘My daughter doesn*
even live in this country now, she has been
adopted and lives abroad. I was against her
being given to a new family but the social
services said they didn’'t need my signature.
They could take me through the courts and
have her adopted anyway.

‘T had never hurt a hair on herhead. I was
heartbroken. I wasn’t allowed to go to
court for the final hearing because I was
told it would upset my daughter.’ She is







